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times and now. 
ITEM 14: Attendance Transnav Conference Gdynia 16-18 June 2021 

The Board confirmed attendance if organized both in person and on line. The attendance 

should be used to re-establish attempts to attract Polish Shipmasters Association to become 
member of CESMA. 

ITEM 15: Any other matters 

No any more open items 

ITEM 16: Closure by the President 

The President, Captain Hubert Ardillon , thanked the attendants of the Board meeting for 

their input and closes the meeting. 

Captain H. Ardillon, President, Captain D. Dimitrov, Acting General Secretary, 20th February 2021 

PROTECTION AGAINST PIRACY AND ARMED ROBERY IN THE CULF 

OF GUINEA- SHIPMASTER'S POSITION 

The below quoted letter had been sent to EU commissioner of Transport, Ms Adina Valean 

on the proposal from our colleagues from NVKK. 
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Ensuring the immunisation of seafarers holds additional challenges due to the global nature 

of the sector and working patterns. Seafarers who are EU residents will be covered by 

Member States' vaccination campaigns. Yet, it is unclear how and where inoculations will 

happen for seafarers from third countries. Some of the main labour-supplying States have not 

yet begun vaccinating or have ordered a limited number of doses, often of vaccines that have 

not (yet) been licensed in the EU. We are discussing these issues with Member States and 

industry representatives at working level as well as with the International Maritime 

Organisation. 

Fmihermore, vaccines not approved in the EU may be included in the list of WHO 

prequalified vaccines if they meet WHO standards of quality, safety and efficacy. They can 

then be considered acceptable, in principle, for procurement by UN agencies. However, the 

inclusion in the list does not imply any approval by WHO of the vaccines. The EU is 

cunently discussing this with WHO and other actors such as the European Centre for Disease 

Prevention and Control (ECDC) and the European Medicines Agency (EMA) how to address 

the entry of people vaccinated with vaccines not licensed in the EU. 

No region of the world is safe until we are all safe. Ensuring that no one is left behind is a key 

objective. In this context, the EU is co-lea.ding the international collaborative effo1t needed to 

fight the pandemic. As part of this, the EU also supports countries in need covered by the 

COVAX-facility, including key labour-supplying countries. 

It will take time before most seafarers travelling for crew relief are i1mnunised. Until then, 

safe crew change practices and protocols, such as those contained in the Neptune Declaration 

of 23 January, supported by a. broad coalition from the shipping industry and beyond, are 

essential for ensuring smooth maritime transpo1t and facilitating safe seafarer mobility and 

crew changes. 

We would like to assure you that we a.re fully committed to ta.king all steps to protect the 

health of our citizens. 

Yours sincerely, 

Adina Valean Stella Kyriakides 
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ocean currents. Most surface ocean currents are driven by the local winds. With stronger and more 

frequent storms, this will result in stronger but potentially more variable surface ocean currents. 

Other deep-water currents are driven by density differences. As more ice melts, more fresh water is 
deposited into the ocean, resulting in density changes that will impact the global current patterns. 

These ocean current changes can in turn lead to further changes in weather patterns. 

While not usually a foremost thought for mariners, climate-driven changes to marine life 

may eventually impact routing options, as some areas may be "off limits" as local authorities 

attempt to maintain a fragile ecosystem. 

Meteorological guidance 

Another aspect to consider is the reliability of computer programs to accurately predict 

conditions during these changing times. The various models and programs were developed based 

on climatological "normals". Most onboard vessel routing programs only use one computer 

weather model, and it is known that each model has "biases" in certain parts of the world. 

As weather patterns change significantly, it is expected that these biases in models will 

become more pronounced, and it is still unknown how well they will accurately handle rapidly 

changing conditions. An experienced meteorologist will become even more necessary to interpret 

the various models, and to provide real-time insights that models cannot provide. 

Evolution of GFS computer model prediction of a bomb cyclone off the North Carolina Coast 

on four consecutive days, showing a weak system well offshore four days out, but a strong storm 

near the coast 1-2 days out. 

With the expectation of increasing meteorological and oceanographic phenomena impacting 
the shipping industry, it is more important than ever to have a weather routing company with 

experienced marine meteorologists monitoring your fleet. Weather Routing Inc. (WRI) has been 

assisting our clients for 60 years to achieve safe and cost-effective transits. Our optimum routing 
services ensure that your vessels are on the safest and most efficient transit possible, while port 

forecasts keep you advised of upcoming conditions at any port location around the world. 

Daily tropical summaries are provided to keep you informed of any tropical activity that may 
impact your operations. Finally, our Dolphin Website and Dolphin OnBoard system allow you to 

view the latest weather information and forecasts for your transits. 
Our team will be here to guide you through the changing waters ahead! We encourage you to 

contact us at wri@wriwx.com or visit wriwx.com to learn about how we can assist your operations. 
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